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Reimbursement for ’09 higher than proposed

Pamela Johnson
_I-he 2009 Medicare physician fee

schedule implemented provi-
sions of the Medicare Improvements
for Patients and Providers Act of
2008, or MIPPA, which had a posi-
tive effect on payment for patholo-
gy services included in the fee sche-
dule. The bill, which became law
on July 15, 2008, replaced a sched-
uled cut in physician payment for
the last half of 2008 and 2009 with a
1.1 percent increase for this period.
It also required that a previous de-
cision to take budget-neutrality ad-
justments from the work relative
value units be changed, as support-
ed by the CAP and other medical
specialty groups.

While MIPPA provided a 1.1 per-
cent update to the conversion fac-
tor, at the same time the five-year
review budget-neutrality adjustment
of —6.41 percent was applied to the

conversion factor rather than to the
work RVUs as in the previous two
years. The College had asked that
the five-year review budget-neutral-
ity adjustment be applied to the con-
version factor rather than the work
RVUs because it spreads the negative
adjustment over the entire payment
for a code and not just the work rel-
ative value unit.

Applying the five-year budget-
neutrality adjustment to the con-
version factor rather than work
RVUs has a positive effect for hos-
pital-based pathologists for two rea-
sons: 1) The bulk of payment for
hospital-based pathologists is de-
rived from the work RVU, which
previously carried all of the weight
for the budget-neutrality adjust-
ment decrease; and 2) the Centers
for Medicare and Medicaid Servic-
es had used this decreased work
RVU to allocate practice expense
costs to professional component

services. This negative adjustment
has now been removed for 2009.

As a result of this change, reim-
bursement for hospital-based
pathologists will see an increase
above what the CMS published in
its 2009 proposed physician fee
schedule. For example, the change is
responsible for a five percent shift to
CPT code 88305-PC. In the proposed
rule the CMS published last sum-
mer, the agency projected a two per-
cent reduction; payment for this
service will now see a three percent
increase.

Additional changes in the final
rule include the establishment of
new G codes for use with specific
prostate saturation biopsy sampling
specimens. The new G codes and
the CMS-established relative value
units are in the chart below and on
page 60. These new codes are to be
used only for specimens procured
by the physician using new CPT

code 55706 (Biopsies, prostate, nee-
dle, transperineal, stereotactic tem-
plate guided saturation sampling,
including imaging guidance). CPT
code 55700 (Biopsy, prostate; nee-
dle or punch, single or multiple,
any approach) is used for prostate
biopsies obtained by clinicians using
a traditional needle or punch. Pro-
state biopsies obtained by this mech-
anism will continue to be coded us-
ing existing CPT code 88305. To clar-
ify this issue, the final rule says that
under the physician fee schedule
“CPT code 88305 will continue to be
recognized for those surgical pathol-
ogy services unrelated to prostate
needle saturation biopsy sampling.”
Therefore, it is now necessary for
the pathologist to ascertain the code
the clinician used to procure the biop-
sies before assigning a pathology
CPT code for the work performed. [

Pamela Johnson is CAP director of eco-
nomic affairs, Division of Advocacy,
Washington, DC.
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Clinical Diagnostic Reagents schedule relative value units
Conversion factor for 2009 = $36.0666,
released Nov. 1, 2008
_ Transitioned _ Transitioned
3 Non-  Facility Mal- Non-

CPT/ § Work facility PE  practice facility Facility
HCPCS = Description RWUW PERW RW RW total total
A new “Vanadate method” for Bilirubin assay G064 Boremamowaiedbopsy 015 045 007 004 0% 007
one . G0416 Sat biopsy prostate 1-20 spc 309 1396 13.96 054 1759 17.59
Tota| Bi | iru b| nvV G0416 TC Satbiopsyprostate 1-20spc 000 1214 1214 030 1244 12.44
G0416 26 Sat biopsy prostate 1-20 spc 3.09 1.82 1.82 0.24 515 5.15
. oo . G0417 Sat biopsy prostate 21-40 586 2726 27.26 1.06 3418 34.18
D| rect B| | iru b| N V G0417 TC Sat biopsy prostate 21-40 000 2371 2371 060 2431 24.31
G0417 26 Sat biopsy prostate 21-40 5.86 3.55 3.55 0.46 9.87 9.87
n a chemical oxidation meth ilizina van G0418  Satbiopsyprostate 41-60 1030 4656 4656  1.80 5866 58.66
Based 0. a C emical oxidatio ethod ut g. a af:late G0418 TC Sat biopsy prostate 41-60 0.00 4050 40.50 1.03 4153 41.53
as an oxidizing agent. They show good correlation with G0418 26 Sat biopsy prostate 41-60 1030 606 606 077 1713 17.13
conventional methods, practically no interference from ggﬂg 1 ga} E!ODSV p“’SE{e: >gg 12)-8(1) ig-gg ig-gg ?;g gg-gg gg-gg

. . L at biopsy prostate: > ! ! ! . ! .
hemoglobin, and the products are supplied as ready-to-use, G0419 26 Sat biopsy prostate: >60 1161 726 726 093 1980 19.80
liquid type reagents. P3001 Screening pap smear by phys 042 0.31 031 002 075 0.75
10021 Fna w/o image 127 215 043 010 352 1.80
Hemoglobin Turbidity 10022 Fnaw/image . 127 226 043 008 361 1.78
15 36430 Blood transfusion service 0.00 0.94 0.94 0.06 1.00 1.00
= Vanadate = 36440 Bl push transfuse, 2 yr or < 1.03 0.28 0.28 0.10 1.41 1.41
g g 36450 BI exchange/transfuse, nb 223 080 080 021 324  3.24
£ Eio 36455 Bl exchange/transfuse non-nb ~ 2.43 0.93 0.93 0.15 3.51 3.51
2 2 36460 Transfusion service, fetal 658 192 19 079 929 9.29
o (] 36511 Apheresis whc 1.74 0.62 0.62 0.08 2.44 2.44
§ 5,4 36512 Apheresis rbc 174 066 066 008 248 2.48
2 2 Vanadate 36513 Apheresis platelets 174 068 068 0.17 259  2.59
o Q 36514 Apheresis plasma 1.74 1191 0.60 008 13.73 2.42
= IE— = ook . 36515  Apheresis, adsorp/reinfuse 174 4935 055 008 5117 2.37
. J 36516 Apheresis, selective 122 56.63 0.41 0.08 57.93 1.71
Hemoglobin (mg/dL) Intrafat (%) 38205  Harvestallogenicstemcells 150 060 060 007 217  2.17
- . 38206 Harvest auto stem cells 1.50 0.60 0.60 0.07 217 2.17
998-23291 Total B! | !rub!n V Buffer 4x70mL 38207 Cryopreserve stem cells 089 044 044  0.01 1.34 1.34
990-23491 Total Bilirubin V Vanadate 4x18mL 38208 Thaw preserved stem cells 056 028 028 002 08 0.86
992-23691 Direct Bilirubin V Buffer 4x70mL 38209 Wash harvest stem cells 0.24 0.12 0.12 0.01 0.37 0.37
- i ili i 38210 T-cell depletion of harvest 1.57 0.78 0.78 0.03 2.38 2.38
994-23891 D!rect B!:!rug!n xVa r;fadate 4x18 mLL 38211 Tumor cell deplete of harvest 1.42 0.71 0.71 0.02 215 2.15
996-23591 Direct Bilirubin V Buffer 4x540m 38212 Rbc depletion of harvest 094 047 047 002 143 1.43
998-23791 Direct Bilirubin V Vanadate 4x135mL 38213 Platelet deplete of harvest 024 012 012  0.01 037 0.37
38214 Volume deplete of harvest 0.81 0.40 0.40 0.01 1.22 1.22
. s . - . . 38215 Harvest stem cell concentrate ~ 0.94 0.47 0.47 0.02 1.43 1.43
Visit our website for a promotional discount for this product. 38920 BOie, malow aspiraton 108 295 050 005 408 163
. . 38221 Bone marrow biopsy 1.37 3.09 0.63 0.07 453 2.07
www.wakodiagnostics.com/captodaypromo 38230 Bone marrow collection 48 315 315 048 843  8.43
80500 Lab pathology consultation 0.37 0.19 0.12 0.01 0.57 0.50
1 1 80502 Lab pathology consultation 1.33 0.41 0.37 0.04 1.78 1.74
Wako Diagnostics 83020 26 Hemoglobin electrophoresis 037 013 043 001 051  0.51
. 83912 26 Genetic examination 0.37 0.11 0.1 0.01 0.49 0.49
1600 Bellwood Rd. Richmond, VA 23237 84165 26 Protein e-phoresis, serum 037 012 012 001 050 0.50
E: diagnostics@wakousa.com 84166 26 Protein e-phoresis/urine/csf 037 012 012 001 050  0.50
T:877-714-1924 F: 804-271-0449 84181 26 Western blot test 0.37 0.12 0.12 0.01 0.50 0.50

\ continued on page 60)
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2009 physician fee schedule RVUs 5 Non-  Facilty Ma-  Non-
] CPT/ '-g Work  facility PE  practice facility Facility
continued from page 58 HePcs = Description RVWU PERW RW RW  total total
_ Transitioned _ _Transitioned
,}_‘_a Non-  Facility Mal- Non- 88314 Histochemical stain 0.45 1.93 1.93 0.04 2.42 2.42
CPT/ T Work facility PE practice facility Facility 88314 TC Histochemical stain 0.00 1.78 1.78 0.02 1.80 1.80
HCPCS = Description RW PERW RW RVU total total 88314 26 Histochemical stain 045 0.15 0.15 0.02 0.62 0.62
88318 Chemical histochemistry 0.42 2.27 2.27 0.03 2.72 2.72
84182 26 Protein, Western blot test 037 013 013 002 052 0.52 | 88318 TC Chemical histochemistry 000 214 214 001 215 2.15
85060 Blood smear interpretation 045 015 015 002 062 0.62 | 88318 26 Chemical histochemistry 042 013 013 002 057  0.57
85097 Bone marrow interpretation 094 140 031 004 238 1.29 | 88319 Enzyme histochemistry 053 321 321 004 378 3.78
85390 26 Fibrinolysins screen 037 013 013 001 051 0.51 | 88319 TC Enzyme histochemistry 000 304 304 002 306 3.06
85396 Clotting assay, whole blood 037 012 012 004 053 0.53 | 88319 26 Enzyme histochemistry 053 017 017 002 072  0.72
85576 26 Blood platelet aggregation 037 013 013 001 051 0.51 | 88321 Microslide consultation 163 074 050 005 242 218
86077 Physician blood bank service 094 038 032 003 135 1.29 | 88323 Microslide consuitation 183 202 202 007 392 3.92
86078 Physician blood bank service ~ 0.94 040 032 003 137  1.29 | 88323 TC Microslide consuftation 000 154 154 002 156  1.56
86079 Physician blood bank service 094 041 033 003 138 1.30 | 88323 26 Microslide consuitation 183 048 048 005 236  2.36
86255 26 Fluorescentantibody,screen  0.37 013 013 001 051  0.51 [ 88325 Comprehensive review of data 250 264 082 007 521 3.39
86256 26 Fluorescent antibody, titer 037 013 013 001 051 0.51 | 88329 Path consult intraop 067 066 023 002 135 0.92

86320 26 Serumimmunoelectrophoresis  0.37 013 013 0.01 051 0.51 | 88331 Path consult intraop, 1 bloc 119 119 119 008 246  2.46
86325 26 Otherimmunoelectrophoresis 037 012 012 001 050 0.50 | 88331 TG Path consultintraop, 1 bloc 000 077 077 004 081  0.81
86327 26 Immunoelectrophoresisassay 042 015 015 002 059 0.59 | 88331 26 Path consultintraop, 1 bloc 119 042 042 004 165 1.65

86334 26 Immunofix e-phoresis,serum 037 013 013 001 051  0.51 | 8332 _  Pathconsuitintraop, add' 0.59 047 047 004 110  1.10
86335 26 Immunfix e-phoresis/urine/csf 037 012 012 001 050 0.50 | 88332 TC Pathconsuitintraop, add' 000 027 027 002 029 0.29
87164 26 Dark field examination 037 012 012 001 0.50 0.50 88332 26 Path consult intraop, add’l 059  0.20 020 0.02 0.81 0.81
87207 26 Smear, special stain 037 0.13 0.13 0.01 051 0.51 88333 Intraop cyto path consult, 1 1.20 1.24 1.24 0.08 2.52 2.52

88104 Cy‘topath fl nongyn, smears 0.56 1.08 1.08 0.04 1.68 1.68 88333 TC Intraop Cyto path Consult, 1 0.00 0.83 0.83 0.04 0.87 0.87
88104 TC Cy‘topath fl nongyn, smears 0.00 0.90 0.90 0.02 0.92 0.92 88333 26 Intraop CytO path Consult, 1 1.20 0.41 0.41 0.04 1.65 1.65
88104 26 Cytopath fl nongyn, smears 056 018 018 002 076 0.76 | 88334 Intraop cyto path consult, 2 073 075 075 004 152 1.52

83106 Cytopath fl nongyn, filter 056  1.49 1.49 0.04 209 2.09 88334 TC Intraop cyto path consult, 2 000 051 0.51 0.02 0.53 0.53
88106 TC Cytopath fl nongyn, filter 000 131 131 002 133 1.33 | 88334 26 Intraop cyto path consult, 2 073 024 024 002 099 0.99
88106 26 Cytopath fl nongyn, filter 056 018 018 002 076 0.76 | 88342 Immunohistochemistry 085 182 182 005 272 2.72
88107 Cytopath fl nongyn, sm/fltr 0.76 1.82 1.82 0.05 263 2.63 88342 TC Immunohistochemistry 0.00 1.56 1.56 0.02 1.58 1.58
88107 TC Cytopath fl nongyn, sm/fltr 000 156 1.56 0.02 1.58 1.58 88342 26 Immunohistochemistry 085 0.26 0.26 0.03 1.14 1.14
88107 26 Cytopath fl nongyn, sm/fltr 076 026 0.26 0.03 1.05 1.05 88346 Immunofluorescent study 086  1.82 1.82 0.05 2.73 2.73
88108 Cytopath, concentrate tech 056  1.38 1.38 0.04 1.98 1.98 88346 TC Immunofluorescent study 000 155 1.55 0.02 1.57 1.57
88108 TC Cytopath, concentrate tech 000 120 1.20 0.02 1.22 1.22 88346 26 Immunofluorescent study 08  0.27 0.27 0.03 1.16 1.16
88108 26 Cytopath, concentrate tech 056 018 0.18 0.02 0.76 0.76 88347 Immunofluorescent study 086  1.25 1.25 0.05 2.16 2.16
88112 Cytopath, cell enhance tech 118 157 157 0.04 279 2.79 88347 TC Immunofluorescent study 000 1.03 1.03 0.02 1.05 1.05
88112 TC Cytopath, cell enhance tech 000 122 1.22 0.02 1.24 1.24 88347 26  Immunofluorescent study 086  0.22 0.22 0.03 1.1 1.11
88112 26 Cytopath, cell enhance tech 118 035 035 002 155 1.55 | 88348 Electron microscopy 151 1548 1548 013 1712 17.12
88125 Forensic cytopathology 0.26 0.31 0.31 0.02 0.59 0.59 88348 TC  Electron microscopy 0.00 15.00 15.00 0.07 1507 15.07
88125 TC Forensic cytopathology 000 022 022 001 023 0.23 | 88348 26 CElectron microscopy 151 048 048 006 205  2.05
88125 26 Forensic cytopathology 0.26 0.09 0.09 0.01 0.36 0.36 88349 Scanning electron microscopy ~ 0.76 7.30 7.30 0.09 8.15 8.15
88141 Cytopath, c/v, interpret 042 0.31 0.31 0.02 0.75 0.75 88349 TC  Scanning electron microscopy ~ 0.00 7.04 7.04 0.06 7.10 7.10
88160 Cytopath smear, other source 0.50 0.88 0.88 0.04 1.42 1.42 88349 26 Scanning electron microscopy  0.76 0.26 0.26 0.03 1.05 1.05
88160 TC Cytopath smear,othersource  0.00 072 072 002 074 0.74 | 88355 Analysis, skeletal muscle 185 457 457 013 655  6.55
88160 26 Cy‘topath smear, other source 0.50 0.16 0.16 0.02 0.68 0.68 88355 TC AnalyS!S, skeletal muscle 0.00 4.09 4.09 0.06 415 4.15
88161 Cy‘topath smear, other source 0.50 0.94 0.94 0.04 1.48 1.48 88355 26 AnalyS!S, skeletal muscle 1.85 0.48 0.48 0.07 2.40 2.40
88161 TC Cytopath smear,othersource  0.00 079 079 002 081 0.81 | 88356 Analysis, nerve 302 473 473 019 794  7.94
88161 26 Cytopath smear,othersource 050 015 015 002 067 0.67 | 88356 TC Analysis, nerve 000 404 404 007 411 411
88162 Cytopath smear, othersource 076 1.33 133 005 214  2.14 | 88356 26 Analysis, nerve 302 069 069 012 383 3.83
88162 TC Cytopath smear,othersource ~ 0.00 108 108 002 110 1.10 | 88358 Analysis, tumor 095 103 103 017 215  2.15
88162 26 Cytopath smear,othersource  0.76 025 025 003  1.04 1.04 | 88358 TC Analysis, tumor 000 081 081 007 08  0.88
88172 Cytopathology eval of fna 060 080 080 004 144 1.44 | 83358 26 Analysis, tumor 095 022 022 010 127 1.27
88172 TC Cytopathology eval of fna 000 060 0.60 0.02 0.62 0.62 88360 Tumor immunohistochem/manual 110 2.11 2.11 0.08 3.29 3.29
88172 26 Cytopathology eval of fna 060 020 0.20 0.02 0.82 0.82 88360 TC Tumor immunohistochem/manual 0.00  1.78 1.78 0.02 1.80 1.80
88173 Cytopath eval, fna, report 1.39 219 219 0.07 3.65 3.65 88360 26 Tumor !mmunohistochem/manual 1.10 0.33 0.33 0.06 1.49 1.49
88173 TC Cytopath eval, fna, report 0.00 1.74 1.74 0.02 1.76 1.76 88361 Tumor immunohistochem/comput 1.18 2.82 2.82 0.17 417 417
88173 26 Cytopath eval, fna, report 1.39 0.45 0.45 0.05 1.89 1.89 88361 TC Tumor immunohistochem/comput 0.00 249 249 0.07 2.56 2.56
88182 Cell marker study 077 1.96 1.96 0.07 280 2.80 88361 26 Tumor immunohistochem/comput 1.18 0.33 0.33 0.10 1.61 1.61
88182 TC Cell marker study 000 178 1.78 0.04 1.82 1.82 88362 Nerve teasing preparations 217 487 4.87 0.15 7.19 7.19
88182 26 Cell marker study 077 0.18 0.18 0.03 0.98 0.98 88362 TC Nerve teasing preparations 0.00 419 419 0.06 4.25 4.25
88184 Flow cytometry/ tc, 1 marker 000 215 215  0.02 217 217 88362 26 Nerve teasing preparations 217 0.68 068  0.09 294  2.94
88185 Flow cytometry/tc, add-on 000 127 127 002 129 1.29 | 88365 In situ hybridization (fish) 120 303 303 005 428 4.28
88187 Flow cytometry/read, 2-8 1.36 0.41 0.41 0.01 1.78 1.78 88365 TC In situ hybridization (fish) 0.00 2.67 2.67 0.02 2.69 2.69
88188 Flow cytometry/read, 9-15 1.69 0.49 0.49 0.01 219 219 88365 26 In situ hybridization (fish) 1.20 0.36 0.36 0.03 1.59 1.59
88189 Flow cytometry/read, 16 &> 293 055 055 0.01 279 2.79 88367 In situ hybridization, auto 1.30 5.16 5.16 0.12 6.58 6.58
88291 Cyto/molecular report 0.52 0.25 0.25 0.02 0.79 0.79 88367 TC Insitu hybridization, auto 0.00 481 4.81 0.06 4.87 4.87
838300 Surgical path, gross 0.08 0.54 0.54 0.02 0.64 0.64 88367 26 Insitu hybridization, auto 1.30 0.35 0.35 0.06 1.71 1.71
88300 TC Surgical path, gross 0.00 051 051 0.01 0.52 0.52 88368 In situ hybridization, manual 140 427 4.27 0.12 5.79 5.79
88300 26 Surgical path, gross 0.08 0.03 0.03 0.01 0.12 0.12 88368 TC In situ hybridization, manual 0.00 3.93 3.93 0.06 3.99 3.99

88302 Tissue exam by pathologist 013 118 118 0.03 1.34 1.34 88368 26 Insitu hybridization, manual 140 034 034  0.06 1.80 1.80
88302 TC Tissue exam by pathologist 000 114 114 0.02 1.16 1.16 88371 Protein, Western blot tissue 0.00 0.00 0.00  0.00 000 0.00
88302 26 Tissue exam by pathologist 013 004 0.04 001 018 0.18 88371 26 Protein, Western blot tissue 037 012 012  0.01 050  0.50

88304 Tissue exam by pathologist 022 145 145 003 170 1.70 | 88372 Protein analysis w/probe 000 000 000 000 000 0.00
88304 TC Tissue exam by pathologist 000 138 138 002 140 1.40 | 88372 26 Protein analysis w/probe 037 012 012 001 050 0.50
88304 26 Tissue exam by pathologist 022 007 007 001 030 0.30 | 88380 Microdissection, laser 156 369 369 014 539  5.39
88305 Tissue exam by pathologist 075 206 206 007 28 2.88 | 88380 TG Microdissection, laser 000 319 319 007 326  3.26
88305 TC Tissue exam by pathologist 000 181 181 004 18  1.85 | 88380 26 Microdissection, laser 156 050 050 007 213 2.13
88305 26 Tissue exam by pathologist 075 025 025 003 103 1.03 | 88381 Microdissection, manual 118 461 461 008 587  5.87
88307 Tissue exam by pathok)gist 1.59 4.05 4.05 0.12 5.76 5.76 88381 TC M!Crod!ssect!on, manual 0.00 4.23 4.23 0.02 4.25 4.25
88307 TC Tissue exam by patho'og|st 0.00 3.51 3.51 0.06 3.57 3.57 88381 26 MICI’OdISSBCtIOﬂ, manual 1.18 0.38 0.38 0.06 1.62 1.62

88307 26 Tissue exam by path0|ogist 1.59 0.54 0.54 0.06 219 2.19 88384 Eval molecular pl’ObeS, 11-50 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
88309 Tissue exam by pathologist 280 572 5.72 0.14 8.66 8.66 88384 TC Eval molecular probes, 11-50 0.00  0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
88309 TC Tissue exam by pathologist 000 483 483 0.06 4.89 4.89 88384 26 Eval molecular probes, 11-50 0.00  0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
88309 26 Tissue exam by pathologist 280 0.89 0.89 0.08 377 3.77 88385 Eval molecul probes, 51-250 150 1274 1274 012 1436 14.36

88311 Decalcify tissue 024 024 024 002 050 0.50 88385 TC Eval molecul probes, 51-250 000 1240 1240 006 1246 12.46
88311 TC Decalcify tissue 000 016 016  0.01 017 017 88385 26 Eval molecul probes, 51-250 150 0.34 034  0.06 1.90 1.90
88311 26 Decalcify tissue 024 008 0.08 0.01 0.33 0.33 88386 Eval molecul probes, 251-500  1.88 16.35 16.35 016 1839 18.39
88312 Special stains 054 214 214 003 271 2 71 88386 TC Eval molecul probes, 251-500  0.00 1563 1563 008 1571 15.71
88312 TC Special stains 000 197 197 001 1.98 1.98 88386 26 Eval molecul probes, 251-500  1.88  0.72 0.72  0.08 268  2.68
88312 26 Special stains 054 017 017  0.02 073 0.73 89060 26 Exam, synovial fluid crystals 037 013 013  0.01 0.51 0.51
88313 Special stains 024 172 172  0.02 198  1.98
88313 TC Special stains 0.00 1.65 1.65 0.01 1.66 1.66 CPT codes and descriptions only are copyright 2008 American Medical Association. All Rights Reserved.
88313 26 Special stains 0.24 0.07 0.07 0.01 0.32 0.32 Source: Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services, www.cms.hhs.gov.
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The formula for the 2009 physician fee pay amount is as follows:

[(Work RVU x Work GPCI) + (Transitioned PE RVU x PE GPCI) + (MP RVU x MP GPCI)] x Conversion Factor (CF)
\ J




