VERSION CONTROL

Version codes are assigned to the Cancer Protocols, eCC, and Work Aids according to the format and algorithm below:

NameOfProtocol.A.B.C.D[.Provisional]

“A” through “D” represent integers.

“A” corresponds to the CAP Cancer Protocol release number. Version 3.0.0.0 is the version for all protocols released on October 2009, because these protocols represent the third major release of the Cancer Protocols. With each new release of a cancer protocol, the integer “A” is incremented by one and the integers “B” – “D” are reset to zero.

“B” is used to designate major revisions to the protocol after the effective date of release “A” that cause the revision to be semantically incompatible with the previous version of the protocol. When such a revision is issued, the integer “B” increments by one. Integers “C” and “D” are not reset. Examples of major revisions that create backwards semantic incompatibility include:

· Changing the requirement of a data element from optional to required 

· Deleting any data element

· Deleting a permitted value for any element

· Changing the definition of a data element in a manner that renders it semantically backwards incompatible. For example, a change in the grading system used for a tumor would render the element “tumor grade” semantically backwards incompatible.  

“C” corresponds to major revisions to the protocol after the effective date of release “A” that does not cause the revision to be semantically incompatible with the previous version. When such a revision is issued, the integer “C” increments by one. Integer “D” is not reset. The major revision that does not create backwards semantic incompatibility is:

· Adding a new required data element.

· Changing the requirement of a data element from required to optional

“D” corresponds to minor or errata revisions to a Cancer Protocol after the effective date of release “A”. When such a revision is issued, the integer “D” increments by one. Examples include:

· Changing the name of an element without changing its meaning (e.g. changing “Tumor size” to “Greatest tumor dimension”)

· Adding an optional data element

· Changing the name of a permitted response without changing its meaning (e.g., changing “Not identified” to “Absent”

· Adding a permitted value for any element

· Correcting typographical errors, spelling changes
· Making changes that are occasioned by correction of an error in a key source document. Examples of key source documents for Cancer Protocols include AJCC, WHO, and FIGO publications. The key source document for Work Aids and eCCs is the corresponding Cancer Protocol.
[.Provisional] is an optional suffix used to track provisional versions of a checklist that have not been approved. The provisional suffix is reserved for internal use by CAP.

