Suite 355
Deerfield, IL 60015
800-323-4040
847-832-7700

www.capsts.org

SNOMED NEWS RELEASE
CO D Il.*rlnlfnmlc-gy CAP STS
it 500 Lake Cook Road

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE CAP STS CONTACT

November 17, 2009 Candace Robertson
847-832-7764
crobert@cap.org

NLM CONTACT

Melanie Modlin
301-496-7771
modlinm@mail.nlm.nih.gov

U.S. NATIONAL LIBRARY OF MEDICINE RELEASES
DRAFT SNOMED CT to ICD-9-CM RULES-BASED MAP TO SUPPORT REIMBURSEMENT

Map Available Now—NLM Seeks Users to Test, Evaluate

Bethesda, Md. and Northfield, Ill. November 17, 2009—The U.S. National Library of Medicine
(NLM) has released a draft rules-based mapping from SNOMED Clinical Terms® (SNOMED
CT®) to the International Classification of Diseases, 9" revision, Clinical Modification (ICD-9-CM).
The map was designed to support semi-automated administrative reporting and reimbursement
for healthcare services within U.S. healthcare organizations. The NLM seeks users to “test drive”
and provide feedback for the map—which will guide the development of related maps.

The draft map consists of approximately 5,000 mappings representing the SNOMED CT terms
most commonly used by Kaiser Permanente and the University of Nebraska. It is designed to
support administrative reporting and reimbursement processes originating with data sets where
SNOMED CT is the core terminology for clinical descriptive purposes. It provides a validated
concept-based mapping to ICD-9-CM, recognizing that in some selected cases, further
processing of ICD-9-CM codes may be required for specialized business applications.

Users can evaluate and test the map now by downloading it from the NLM Web site at
http://www.nlm.nih.gov/research/umls/mapping_projects/snomedct to_icd9cm_reimburse.html.
Starting December 1, 2009, through February 1, 2010, users will be able to provide feedback to
the NLM and CAP STS. More details about the feedback process will be posted on the same
Web page by December 1, 2009.

“We strongly encourage testing by people who intend to use the map for the billing use case,”
said Betsy Humphreys, deputy director, NLM. “The results from this test will inform and influence
the development of related maps including SNOMED CT to ICD-10-CM [International
Classifications of Diseases, 10" revision, Clinical Modification] and ICD-10-PCS [International
Classification of Diseases, 10" revision, Procedure Coding System].”

SNOMED Terminology Solutions™ (STS), a division of the College of American Pathologists
(CAP), developed the map on behalf of the NLM. CAP STS, and the American Health
Information Management Association Foundation (AHIMA Foundation), on behalf of the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) National Center for Health Statistics (NCHS),
completed a collaborative review and validation of the draft map to ensure that the result
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accurately reflects the meaning and usage of ICD-9-CM. James Campbell, MD, at the University
of Nebraska, was also instrumental in the development of this draft map.

The mapping is provided for the benefit of software vendors and the information technology
community at large on the assumption that they will employ the data to create functionality to
support semi-automated administrative and reimbursement reporting a clinical data record that
uses SNOMED CT.

SNOMED CT—a globally recognized controlled medical vocabulary—provides a common
language for electronic health applications that enables a consistent way of capturing, sharing,
and aggregating health data across specialties and sites of care.

“The final map will become a critical component for healthcare IT systems in the United States,
linking SNOMED CT and ICD-9-CM for streamlined reimbursement and administrative reporting,”
said Kevin Donnelly, vice president and general manager, CAP STS.

About the National Library of Medicine, National Institutes of Health, U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services

Located at the NIH in Bethesda, Md., the NLM is the world's largest library of the health sciences
and collects, organizes, and makes available biomedical science information to scientists, health
professionals, and the public. For more information, visit the Web site at http://www.nIm.nih.gov.

About SNOMED Terminology Solutions and the College of American Pathologists
SNOMED Terminology Solutions™ (STS), a division of the College of American Pathologists
(CAP), is the leading organization in pursuing semantic interoperability for electronic health
records by offering customized best-practice terminology implementation and education services.
CAP is the original creator of SNOMED Clinical Terms® (SNOMED CT®) and has fostered its
development for more than 40 years. CAP STS continues to develop and maintain SNOMED CT
on behalf of the International Health Terminology Standards Development Organisation
(IHTSDO®). CAP STS works with clients nationally and internationally; these clients include
provider organizations, HIT vendors, universities, research centers, and government agencies.
The CAP is a not-for profit medical society serving more than 17,000 physician members and the
laboratory community throughout the world. It is the world’s largest association composed
exclusively of pathologists and is widely considered the leader in laboratory quality assurance.
For more information about CAP STS, visit www.capsts.org, www.cap.org or write to
snomedsolutions@cap.org.

SNOMED CT® is a copyrighted work of the International Health Terminology Standards Development Organisation.
©2002-2008 International Health Terminology Standards Development Organisation (IHTSDO®). All rights reserved.
SNOMED CT® was originally created by the College of American Pathologists. “SNOMED,” “SNOMED CT,” and IHTSDO
are registered trademarks of the IHTSDO. All other trademarks used in this document are the property of their respective
owners.
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